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CHAPTER II EXPERIENCES OF A MEDICAL OFFICER DURING THE
CIVIL WAR AT the outbreak of the War, Dr. Billings was still
demonstrator of anatomy in the Medical College of Ohio, and
was debating in his mind the question of going into a surgical
partnership with his former preceptor, an opportunity which, in
relation to his training in anatomy, opened out unusual chances
of success and prosperity. When the crucial moment came, he
was not found wanting. In September, 1861, he was invited to
appear before the Examining Board for admission to the
Medical Corps of the United States Army and some time later
was given his examination, passing first in the list of candidates.
He was appointed First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon on
April 16, 1862, and accepted the appointment on July 16th. As
General Woodhull, one of his colleagues in the field,...
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