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Sermon Preached Before the Society on Washington s Birthday, 1903 Text: Let us now praise famous men and
our fathers that begat us. The Lord hath wrought great glory by them. Ecclesiasticus XLIV, 1-2. It is well to
remember the great and the good in Church and in State. The recurring festivals of the Christian Year,
commemorating notable events in the life of the Founder of Christianity or in the lives of the Apostles. Saints,
Martyrs of the Early Church, are examples of this custom - examples salutary and beneficent. The same
principle applies to our great national anniversary which is called Independence Day or the Fourth of July, to
Lincoln s birthday, and to the day we are now celebrating - the Twenty-second of February. | never think of the
subject of Patriotism without first of all thinking of that great man, born this day, who, and who alone, is
entitled to be called The Father of His Country. God has raised up many great men for us, especially in times of
national danger and distress. But George Washington, above all men that this country has ever produced, and,
| think, above all men that any nation has ever produced, has set a high, noble and exalted standard of
patriotism and love of country. Let us, therefore, this morning contemplate him as a man, as a Christian, as a
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