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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: .brief month of so dear respite, or still longer of the day s
adventures and the hair-breadth escapes of larks and black-birds. The merry laugh at the evening game; the
admiring wonder of the young children woke up from their first sleep to see their elder sisters dressed out in
smiles and splendour for the ball at the next town, It may seem strange to say things like these have any
character of religion; and yet | sometimes think they are themselves religion itself, forming, as they do, the very
integral groups in such among our life pictures as have been painted in with colours of real purity. Even of the
very things which we most search for in the business of life, we must go back to home to find the healthiest
types. The loudest shouts of the world s applause give us but a faint shadow of the pride we drew from father s
and sister s smiles, when we came back with our first school prize at the first holidays. The wildest pleasures of
after-life are nothing like so sweet as the old game, the old dance, old Christmas, with its mummers and its
mistletoe, and the kitchen saturnalia. Nay, perhaps, even the cloistered saint, who is drawing a long life of
penitential austerity to a close, and through the crystal gates of death is gazing already on the meadows of
Paradise, may look back with awe at the feeling which...
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