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illustrated. 1834 Excerpt: . . . Spain would have voluntarily chosen, to sanction an example of transatlantic
independence. The finances of France were any thing in t prosperous, and she had to support, unaided, the
expense of the fleets and armies which she sent to our assistance. Great difficulties, it was supposed, would
attend the cooperation of a French army with American forces on land. Congress was jealous of the
introduction of a foreign soldiery into the interior of the country, and Washington himself gave but a reluctant
consent to the measure. Considerable discontent had arisen in connection with Count d Estaings movements in
Rhode Island, which, --had it not been allayed by the prudent and effectual mediation of Lafayette, --would, as
has been already stated, probably have prevented a French army from being sent over to the United States.
Such were the feelings, on both sides of the ocean, when Lafayette went back to France in 1779; and during the
whole of that year, he exerted himself unceasingly, in his correspondence and conferences with the French
ministry, to induce them to send out an army. The difficulties to be overcome were all but insurmountable,
acting, as he was, not only without the instructions, but against the sense of Congress, and scarcely sanctioned
by Washington. He, however, knew that success would attend the measure. He had that interior conviction,
which no argument or authority can subdue, that the proposed expedition was practicable and expedient, and
he succeeded in imparting his enthusiasm...
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