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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Cryptogamic Plants of the U. S. S. R, Vol. 7: Flora
Sporovykh Rastenii Sssr Silicoflagellates are a small, but very unique group of algae consisting of a total of 12
genera and about 50 species belonging to 2 families. Most of the species are extinct; there are only 5 species and
their varieties, belonging to 3 genera and 1 family, living in present-day seas. Taxonomy of silicoflagellates is
based largely on the more abundant fossil material. The limits and relationships of the different taxons can
only be determined by a study of both living and extinct silicoflagellates. Therefore, the major works on
silicoflagellates, such as that of Gemeinhardt (1930)published in Rabenhort s Kryptogamen-Flora, deal not only
with living forms, but also with all the known fossil silicoflagellates. The monographs by Schulz(1928) and
Gemeinhardt (1930)are somewhat outdated, while the work of Deflandre (1950)cannot be used as a key since it
covers only a limited number of forms. Reviews of silicoflagellates have not been published in the Ussr; indeed,
on the whole, there are very few special works on the group. The use of lists and other data from publications is
often difficult since diagnoses of some species and even genera differ from one author to another. Moreover,
only a few taxons have been described in the Russian language. Because of this, the present review is based not
only on a critical comparison of publications, but also largely on our own studies. Microscopic examinations
were made of about 550 specimens from the Upper Cretaceous and Quaternary rocks of the Leningrad Region,
Belorussia, the Ukraine, the Middle Volga area. Northern Caucasus, the eastern slope of the Urals, the...
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