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Original publisher: Portland, OR : U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station,
1999 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)475493697 Subject: Logging -- Economic aspects -- Washington (State). Excerpt: . . .
For many of the individual counties in the NWEAI region, the forest products industry is a more significant
factor in the local economy than it is in the regional economy ( fig. 5). In 1990, the forest products industry
accounted for more than 10 percent of total em-ployment in three Washington counties and four Oregon
counties. That same year, the industry accounted for between 5 and 10 percent of the total employment in an
addi-tional six counties in northern California, nine counties in western Oregon, and six counties in western
Washington. The NWEAI and Changing natural resource management policies, the declining timber harvests,
and subsequent loss of lumber and wood products employment became issues of national Economic
importance by the early 1990s. In April 1993, President Clinton convened the forest Assistance conference in
Portland, Oregon, to address ecosystem management and related social and economic issues in the Pacific
Northwest ( Clinton and Gore 1993 ). The forest con-ference was the catalyst for the completion of the
Northwest Forest Plan. President Clinton provided a set of principles to guide development of the Northwest
Forest Plan, and the first of these principles came in the form of direction to remember the social and economic
aspects of the issue and provide economic development opportunities when necessary. The NWEAI is the
economic assistance part of the Northwest Forest Plan and was designed to deal directly with impacts resulting
from the timber harvest and employ-ment changes documented previously. The NWEAI brings together the
rural community and economic development...
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