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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Speech of Mr. Phillips, of Massachusetts: Upon the
Bill for the Relief of the SuBerers by the Fire at New York, Delivered in the House of Representatives, February
16, 1836 Mr. Chairman: I hare full it my duty to examine, with carc, llie provisions uf this bill, and to weigh the
objections which have been urged against 11. From an acquaintance with the stale of business, and the general
situation of merchants in the city of New York; from personal observation of the immediate eBects of the recent
calamity; and from inquiry into the probable extent of its wide-spread consequences, I have been convinced of
the importance, nay, of the absolute necessity of some early provision, on the part of this Government, for the
relief of its debtors in that city; and, upon reflection, 1 am satisfied that it is not more the impulse of liberality
than the obvious dictate of sound policy to do at least all that is proposed in this hill. The hill provides for two
objects: first, the relief of such debtors of the Government as were immediate suflerers by the tire; and,
secondly, the relief of all who were indebted to the Government in the ciivof New York at the time when the fire
occurred. The proposed relief is confined, jn both cases, lo debtors of the Government, and consists simply of
an extension, without interest, of the time of payment of bonds given to secure the duties upon goods recently
imported. This relief it is proposed to aBord in the largest measure tu the immediate suflerers, and in a less
degree to the others who arc supposed lo be...
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