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Philadelphia Number 5, A Contribution to the Classification of Works of Prose Fiction, Vol. 5: Being a Classified
and Annotated Dictionary Catalogue of the Works of Prose Fiction in the Wagner Institute Branch of the Free
Library of Philadelphia The subject of the evaluation and classification of fiction has for several years past been
discussed very generally by librarians, library associations and library clubs. Both the value as literature and
the educational and ethical value of the works of great novelists such as Dickens, Thackeray, Scott, Hugo,
Balzac and Hawthorne have long been recognized, but of late years the floods of ephemeral fiction have
submerged the instructiveness of many of the lesser writers. At a meeting of the Keystone State Library
Association, held at Harrisburg in 1901, a committee consisting of Messrs. Joseph G. Rosengarten, William
M.Stevenson and John Thomson, was appointed to report on the question of the classification and evaluation
of fiction. At a meeting of the same association, held at Williamsport in 1902, the committee made a report, in
which, after affirming their belief in the utility and value of classifying fiction, they recommended that an actual
trial should be made in some library, the classification used to be based as far as possible upon Mr. Dewey s
decimal system. A committee consisting of Messrs. William M.Stevenson, John Thomson and Albert R.Durham,
was appointed to take the task in hand, secure the co-operation of some library and report results at the next
meeting of the Association. The Free Library of Philadelphia offered to make the experiment at the Wagner
Institute Branch. As this Branch was...
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